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Anybody’s Architecture: Some Body is a choreographic work based on the combination of the 

art of dance and architecture. The work is inspired by the architecture of the body, and by the 

relationships between people and architecture. The forms and characters of three iconic 

architectural sites are used as visual and experiential sources for this work.  

 

The architecture subjects are (*) the Löyly Pavilion (Helsinki), the Temppeliaukio Rock Church 

(Helsinki) and the Hvitträsk Museum (Espoo). Together they form an important Historic timeline 

from 1903 to our contemporary architecture.  

 

The fascinating costumes designed by Paris-based Finnish designer Sami Korhonen create a 

unique entity based on the concept of the performance, creating a dialog between architecture, 

body and expression. At the core of this choreography are humans’ relationships to three-

dimensional space, the creation of meaning, and being rooted within the world.  

 

“Choreography and architecture are dominated by the same forces dictated by physics, with 

which one must come to terms. These forces can still be employed with diversity, and their 

variations are endless. An intricately networked choreography has been born out from 

movement material developed with the three dancers. The dancer is wrapped in her/his own 

skin, people read architecture through their senses, and buildings can be read through their 

forms and surfaces. Nowhere is there life if it is uninhabited. Living is a state of being rooted in 

the world. All buildings form unique places, but there is no space without an event, and no event 

without space. Our work of art is an unprecedented collaboration of architecture, choreography, 

costume design and dancers work” - explains choreographer Ismo-Pekka Heikinheimo. 

 

The Anybody’s Architecture series comprises of four separate solo dance works and one group 

choreography. This fifth work collects, rearranges and reshapes the choreographed movement 

material created together with three of the dancers of the earlier solo works into a poetic and 

multilayered group choreography. The three initial works were presented in the summer of 2017.  
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There were altogether 15 performances and together they have reached an audience of 2530 

viewers. 

 

Anybody’s Architecture: Some Body in Paris is a joint production by Ismo Dance Company and 

Ricardo Fernandes Gallery, and has been invited to Paris, France to aestival Summer 

Contemporary Art Festival 2019 in its ninth edition, where it will be presented three times in the 

week following the Kunsthalle Helsinki performances in Finland. The Parisian festival is curated 

by Ricardo Fernandes. 

 

This project is supported by the Arts Promotion Centre Finland, the National Council for the 

Performing Arts and Vantaa Dance Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

Ismo-Pekka Heikinheimo 

Contemporary Dance and Choreography, London 

Contemporary Dance School 1989 

Master of Arts, Aalto University School of Arts, Design and 

Architecture 2014 

 

 

Choreographer Ismo-Pekka Heikinheimo, is 

known for his inventive and ground-

breaking performances. He blends art and 

performance with new concepts and 

artistic methods. His social agenda touches 

on body politics and the aesthetics of 

movement. His work is multidisciplinary 

and transformative, exploring the spectrum 

of visual culture. For him dance is a way to 

perceive, to describe and to be within the 

world. 

  Photo Sakari Viika 

 

Ismo-Pekka is known for artistic bravery in breaking the boundaries of dance in his 

collaboration with performance and visual artists, scenographers, architects, 

philosophers, musicians and voice artists, fashion and light designers. He has 

created over 50 choreographies presented in 15 countries from Iceland to Namibia. 
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As a dancer he has danced in works by numerous international choreographers: 

Carolyn Carlson, Andrew Degroat, Sylvie Guillermin, Kilina Kremona, Didier 

Deschamps, Andrew Degroat, Lea Anderson, Jessica Iwanson, Jorma Uotinen, 

Nanna Nilsson, Christine Meldahl and Olof Ingofsdottir. 

 

Ismo-Pekka is a graduate in Contemporary Dance and Choreography from London 

Contemporary Dance School (1989). He has a Master of Arts (2014) from Aalto 

University School of Arts, Design and Architecture. He was senior lecturer for 

Contemporary Dance and member of the faculty at the Theatre Academy of Finland 

from 1996 to 2001. He is the founder of Tanssin Aika / Time of Dance Festival which 

became the largest festival of Finnish contemporary dance during his five years as 

Artistic Director. 
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Tanja Illukka  

Master of Arts in Dance, Theatre Academy of Finland 2003 

 
        Photo Sakari Viika  

 

Tanja Illukka graduated in 2003 from Theatre Academy of Finland as a Master of 

Arts in Dance. Since then she has worked as a freelance dancer in Finland and 

abroad with choreographers such as Petri Kekoni, Favela Vera Ortiz, Heidi Masalin, 

Ismo-Pekka Heikinheimo, Liisa Risu, Thomas Freundlich and Riitta Pasanen-

Willberg.  
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Satu Rekola  

Master of Arts in Dance, Theatre Academy of Finland 2003 

 

 
Photo Pekka Louhio 

 

Satu Rekola graduated in 2003 from Theatre Academy of Finland as a Master of 

Arts in Dance. Since then she has worked as a freelance dancer and performer in 

Finland and abroad with choreographers such as Simo Kellokumpu, Hiroaki Umeda, 

Tino Sehgal, Russell Dumas, Petri Kekoni, Sanna Kekäläinen, Tomi Paasonen and 

Ismo-Pekka Heikinheimo. She has also been a guest dancer in Helsinki Dance 

Company and she was a member of Arja Raatikainen Company from 2007 to 2015.  
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Jaakko Simola  

Master of Arts in Dance, Theatre Academy of Finland 2007 

Master of Arts in Ethnology, Helsinki University 2013 

 

Dancer and choreographer Jaakko Simola has also studied Ethnology, Art History 

and Museology at Helsinki University and 

has been working in different museums, at 

present at the Helsinki Design Museum.  For 

him dance, movement and performance are 

one perspective to study lived places, 

experience and planning of space and 

cultural meanings connected to 

environment. He has studied the 

relationship of choreography, performance 

and museum spaces as well as analyzing 

landscape by using choreography. 

Sustainable way of living is essential for him.  

     Photo Sohei Yasui 

He has been collaborating with different professionals and institutions in dance and 

cultural heritage. He has danced in choreographic works by Ismo-Pekka 

Heikinheimo since 2013. 
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Sami Korhonen 

Information Technology, Helsinki Polytechnic, 2001 

Arts in Fashion Design, Belo Horizonte, 2006 

 

Sami Korhonen was born in Helsinki, 

Finland, in 1977.  

From his early childhood he was 

already drawing objects, pets and 

costumes for imaginary characters. 

It was in fact when he got his first 

coloring book that he became 

interested in drawing. Since then he 

began to draw and color with 

whatever came to his hand.  

                         Photo Ricardo Fernandes 

As a teenager he began to create unusual pieces, using all kinds of materials and 

leaving aside the world of reality and tendentiousness to dive into the imagination 

when creating costumes for his characters. 

 

After attending the Helsinki Polytechnic in Finland, he studied at Anhembi Morumbi 

São Paulo and the FUMEC Belo Horizonte both in Brazil. He is specialized in 

Costume and Fashion Design resulting in artistic creations based on freedom of 

expression, research on new materials and tools, while using a very precise 

technique.          

            Info: www.ricardofernandes.biz 
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(*) Löyly Pavilion 

 
Photo Wikipedia 

 

Text by the architects Ville Hara and Anu Puustinen, Avanto Architects (fragment). Visit them 

form complete information at: http://www.loylyhelsinki.fi/en/front-page/ 

 

Architecture 

 

The architectural idea is simple: there is a rectangular black box containing the warm spaces that 

is covered with a free form wooden “cloak”. Instead of being mere decoration, the sculptural 

structure made of heat-treated pine has several functions. It provides people with visual privacy. 

However, the lamellas don’t limit the sea view from inside it, rather they function like venetian 

blinds and blocking the views from outside. There are sheltered outside spaces between the 

warm mass and cloak to cool down in between sauna bathing. The cloak forms intimate terraces 

between its slopes that serve as a place to sit. The structure protects the building from the harsh 

coastal climate. It shades the interior spaces with big glass surfaces and helps to reduce the use 

of energy to cool the building. Moreover, the stepped cloak forms stairs to climb on to the roof 

and look out terraces on top of the building. The construction forms a big outdoor auditorium for 

the future marine sports centre’s activities on the sea. There are around 4000 planks that were 

precisely cut to individual forms by a computer-controlled machine. The big wooden terrace is 

partly on top of the sea and you can hear the sound of the waves under your feet. 

http://www.loylyhelsinki.fi/en/front-page/
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Temppeliaukio Rock Church 

 
        Photo Wikipedia 

 

Temppeliaukio Church (Finnish: Temppeliaukion kirkko, Swedish: Tempelplatsens kyrka) is a 

Lutheran church in the Töölö neighborhood of Helsinki. The church was designed by architects 

and brothers Timo and Tuomo Suomalainen and opened in 1969.  

 

Built directly into solid rock, it is also known as the Church of the Rock and Rock Church. 

 

Please check Wikipedia for further information at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temppeliaukio_Church#History_and_architecture 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temppeliaukio_Church#History_and_architecture
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Hvitträsk Museum 

 
        Photo Wikipedia 

 

The Architectural Office GLS 

 

The Architectural Office Gesellius, Lindgren, Saarinen was founded in 1896 and from the very beginning 

the office received demanding assignments. The Finnish Pavilion designed in 1889 for the 1900 World Fair 

in Paris gained international fame for the office. In Finland the architects achieved success with their 

public buildings such as the ones for insurance company Pohjola and the National Museum of Finland. For 

residential and commercial buildings, the office created a new style, which is best represented by so called 

Doctors' House in central Helsinki (Fabianinkatu 17). Some of the first villas designed by the trio included 

the villa for S. Wuorio and the Paloniemi Manor. However, the office's villa architecture culminates in 

Hvitträsk and the Suur-Merijoki Manor that manifest the idea of a total work of art. The office broke up 

in practice at the turn of the year 1904-05, but the name remained until the end of 1905. 


