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The population dynamics of rural areas in the semi-arid region of Brazil has 
been marked by a drastic decrease in population, especially in the last 50 years. 
Researchers of the demographic dynamics point out that the great change ob-
served in the last years is the conversion of the generalized rural exodus into a 
more selective process, which preferentially sends the young and highly produc-
tive population to the cities. This selective exodus of young people intensifies 
the aging of the population, a social phenomenon that marks the most recent 
period.

 
Lack of perspective and newly arrived infrastructure in the field, as well as new 
technologies, have enabled a profound cultural transformation. The young gen-
eration, now connected to new references, tends to migrate in search of oppor-
tunities away from isolation and hard work in the fields. A large part of the new 
generation wants to be included in urban and contemporary class society, even 
as a proletarian and a resident on the periphery of the city, whether small or 
large. The countryside has aged and rural youth also want access to the assets of 
other youth.

 
Faced with this emptying, the old generation that remains may be the last rep-
resentative of traditional culture, permeating survival away from their depart-
ed heirs. In this difficulty of convergence between the old and the new, many 
choose to remain in their places of origin, perpetuating the connection, even if 
alone, with their physical and symbolic universe.

 
This essay proposes a reflection on the current context of the traditional popula-
tions of the semi-arid country side of Brazil facing the youth exodus and mod-
ernization, which materializes in the isolation of its members unable to incor-
porate new contemporary practices.
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Located in the delta of Paraíba do Sul river, one of the most important rivers in 
the Brazilian southeast region, Atafona is a place that unveils the action of time 
on contemporary society and the crisis in the relation between men and nature. 
The primary object is a setting disrupted by the action of the dynamic and im-
placable nature, as well as the human issues presented by this universe.

EUSTASY
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Kibbutz Hulata is located in the Upper Galilee area of Northern Israel, in the 
southern part of the Hula Valley. It was founded as a fishing villagein 1936.

 

Buffeted badly as their economic model proved nonviable, by the late 1970s 
many kibbutz had descended into economic collapse, which was followed by 
an unfavorable debt arrangement. Bruised and battered, the kibbutzniks had to 
dump their own myth of the idealistic agricultural collective. They also found 
themselves reaping another bitter fruit entirely of their own making: children 
leaving and not returning. The next generation was moving away. 

 

The kibbutz’s had certain assets, though. The underlying idea, that man should 
work the land and live in brotherhood, freedom and equality, created forces that 
fed excellent education systems, a wealth of cultural activities and the platform 
for rethinking the model. In the past years, Hulata began by wooing back prod-
igal children, declared their effort to regain the lost generation, the kibbutz then 
looked outward more broadly, and began a second expansion accepting new 
members from the outside, most of them people that wants to work outside the 
kibbutz but enjoy their sense of community.

 (ON GOING)

HULATA
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Ethiopia is now Africa’s fastest growing economy. A country that in the 1980s 
and 1990s had experienced severe famine crises due to drought and war, is wit-
nessing the greatest transformation of its recent history, with economic growth 
around 10% and one of the highest rates of urbanization in the world. In addi-
tion, Ethiopia has sought peace with its longtime adversary, Eritrea; it has freed 
prisoners; opened access to websites and television channels that it had blocked 
for political reasons, and it invited banned political organizations and their 
leaders to return from exile.

 

This unprecedented and rapid change comes against a more disconcerting back-
drop of unrest, placing a massive strain on established political, economic and 
social systems. Despite the impressive growth and modernization, Ethiopia is 
still one of the poorest countries in the world and full of social contrasts, where 
nomadic shepherds with their Kalashnikovs rifles, live only a few miles from 
modern neighborhoods in the capital Addis Ababa. 

 

As a multiethnic giant with around 100 million people belonging to more than 
80 ethnic groups and under a questionable democratic system, the country is at 
a crucial moment in which society will have to deal with complex issues such as 
massive rural exodus, political freedom, and ethnic tensions.

BEYOND THE BOOM
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In the last decade, Brazil has become an emigration destination for the African 
continent. It is the largest flow recorded since the colonial period when about 5 
million people crossed the Atlantic and made Brazil the country with the largest 
black population outside of the African continent.

 
In this context, the Senegalese are responsible for the second largest flow, estab-
lishing communities mainly in the South and Southeast regions of Brazil. Al-
though Senegal is not at war, it is one of the poorest countries in the world with 
more than half of its population illiterate and two thirds unemployed. Work is 
at the center of the lives of these immigrants, and it is the main factor that legit-
imizes migratory decisions.

 
Another central feature of Senegalese migration is the affective relationship with 
those who stayed in Africa. Financial remittances reinforce the bonds between 
those who left and those who stayed. Therefore, this immigration must be un-
derstood in relation to both sides; there are projects and dreams of both, it is a 
family movement. The affective bonds are being reconstituted in different spac-
es, revealing internal agreements, economic and social dynamics and relations 
that preserve obligations, morals and family feelings. These links are facilitated 
by new communication technologies.

 
This essay arises from my personal experience with a group of Senegalese who 
works in the neighborhood I live in (Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro)

SENEGAL-RIO
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Over the past 10 years, I have created a mosaic of portraits, captured in the 
city of Rio de Janeiro, where I live. There is nothing specifically recognizable 
about this iconic place; rather I try to find universal imagery to capture the 
complexity of everyday life in an urban setting of its people. The “Tropical 
City” series brings the underworld and stereotypes: the corrupt governor, 
the police officer, the refugee, the prostitute, the zika generation, the soccer 
player, representations of people  that I met along the years.

 

TROPICAL CITY


